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Its manufactured wants are so few. It largely goes barefoot
and the huge leather sabots are made by hand in the shops
in the towns; its clothes are rarely tailored. The dhoti, a
cloth round the body, tucked into the waist by being brought
up between the legs, does for both sexes. The little brassiere
of the women, the jackets of the men, if such be worn, are
easily made by hand, and give no demand for mass produc-
tion. No one wants furniture. More than half the popula-
tion probably sleep on platted grass mats on the ground,
folk eat with their fingers. There is neither scope for the
manufactured article nor money with which to buy it. Even
now there are no car works, and outside the Army shops
few heavy repair shops for motor vehicles exist. Motors
there are by the thousand, and the most recent importation,
and one of great usefulness, the cheap American motor bus
that careers over the fairweather mud roads from railway
station to village, is driven to a standstill and then cast by
the wayside. Distances are so great that heavy shops, even
if they existed, would hardly be worth the cost of getting
stuff to them. Now and again a camel and its rat-trap
carriage will lie dead and broken by the way, a tribute to
the light-hearted Lizzie driver.

The sight of the ports will of course belie this statement
regarding manufactures, but once you have left those scenes
of busy factory, there is nothing. Handicrafts yes! factories
no! For oil and sugar-crushing hardly come under the name
of industry. Because there is little industry, there are again
few of the openings for the black-coated worker and office
functionary in which the young intelligentsia will find a
career.

To a limited extent industry does increase, but think!
No one wants hats, clothes, furniture, fancy goods or any-
thing else at all. It is a country of the handicraftsman who
caters for a simple life and a poor people. The streets of a
European town, a residential district such as Bayswater are
unthinkable in the East. At most you might get a Hampstead
for a few of your westernized or very wealthy folk.